LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND
ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND LOCAL COUNCILS

Minutes of a Meeting of the LRAPLC Larger Councils Forum held in the

Offices of Braunstone Town Council on March 14th 2006.
Present

Braunstone TC: Cllrs Brown and Harris, Broughton Astley PC: Cllr Hardy, Burbage PC: Cllr Howard, Glenfield PC: Cllr Denney, Narborough PC: Cllrs Jackson and Swinfield-Wells, Lutterworth TC: Cllr Jones.

Officers in Attendance

Birstall PC: Hugh Knight, Braunstone TC: Ian Laughton

Lead Officer: Richard Tobin, LRAPLC

New County Secretary
The Chairman welcomed Mr Richard Tobin as the new County Secretary.

01:06
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr S Jones of Birstall PC and Richard White of Oakham TC.

02:06
Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th September 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.

03:06
Current Larger Council Issues

The County Secretary advised the Forum of the outcome of NALC’s review of the criteria for a Larger Council.  The current definition (electorate of over 6000 and an annual budgeted income of £250,000) would continue but a Band C Forum for Larger Councils with a budgeted income of over £400,000 was to be created.  Specialist services and advice would be available to Band C Councils from NALC at no additional cost to those Councils.  No Parish or Town Council in Leicestershire would currently fall under Band C.

Cllr Jones raised concerns about inconsistencies in funding by District Councils between parished and non-parished areas quoting Lutterworth and Market Harborough as an example.  Cllr Hardy also cited Broughton Astley as another example.  It was felt that NALC ought to be doing more to promote the parishing of non-parished areas.
As this item had implications on the next item on the agenda relating to local government reorganisation, the Chairman agreed to take that item now.

Local Authority Re-organisation
The Vice-Chairman referred to NALC’s Chief Executive’s Report to the NALC Council on 21st March relating to the Milliband approach on local government reorganisation and expressed concerns about some of the views expressed in relation to parishes.  The report appeared to support a reorganisation of Parish and Town Councils with reference to the creation of other Neighbourhood Forums as an example.  FEMALC at its meeting the previous day had also expressed the same concerns.
RESOLVED: The Vice-Chairman present these concerns at the NALC Council meeting.

Joint Service Shop
Braunstone TC circulated a newsletter relating to the opening of the Leicestershire Together ‘Connect Service Shop’ at Braunstone Civic Centre.  The Town Council received payment from the County Council for dealing with County queries and the Service Shop also dealt with certain payments on behalf of Blaby District Council.

Cllr Denney said that Glenfield PC had tried this approach but had only ended up with a limited computer facility at the local library rather than the parish Council offices.
The County Secretary advised that the County Council led Connect Service Shop initiative had been promoted at a number of locations throughout the County often based at District Council offices.

RESOLVED: The County Secretary establish with those Forum members not represented today their views about the Connect Service Shops and also approach the County Council about possible further developments of such facilities.

Leicestershire Constabulary – Proposed Changes

Glenfield PC expressed concern about the lack of consultation about proposed changes to policing area boundaries which, in Glenfield’s case, would shift the Local Policing Unit further away from the parish.

RESOLVED: The County Secretary express the Forum’s concerns to the Chief Constable about the lack of consultation on the proposed changes.

Other Forum Issues

Discussion took place on other issues of concern to Larger Councils.  These included concessionary bus fares and the restriction of cross-district travel; the decriminalisation of car parking; and the need for Parishes to be involved at an early stage with the Strategic Waste Partnership about alternative sites for waste disposal.
04:06
Local Authority Re-organisation
This item had been dealt with in minute 03:06.
05:06
Correspondence

Discussion took place about recent NALC advice confirming that there was no restriction on Parish Councils to pay for Clerk’s membership of the SLCC and also NALC advice about the urgent need for Parishes who had not yet exercised their discretion to pay a lump sum gratuity on the future retirement of their current staff to do so before 5th April 2006 in order to protect pension rights accruing up to that date from tax deduction.  The County Secretary advised that he had circulated the NALC advice to member parishes.

06:06
Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED: The next meeting be held at Braunstone Town Council on 11th September 2006 on the basis that a special meeting of the Forum could be called in the interim if necessary.

The meeting closed at 11.30am
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